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For the next four weeks (3/22-4/12), we are going to spend time looking at the last moments of 
Jesus life before the resurrection. We are really zooming in and focusing the last few hours and 
what is said and done. In this first sermon, we are looking at the darkness that falls as Jesus is 
being crucified. The text says in Mark 15:33, when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness 
over the whole land until the ninth hour. The sixth hour is noon, and the ninth hour is 3 pm. In 
the middle of the day darkness falls over the land, and although it’s a seemingly secondary 
detail, it alerts us to much more that is going on. The Bible talks much about light and darkness, 
and when we look at what it has to say, it helps us illuminate what is exactly happening to Jesus 
as He hangs on the cross.   
 

Outline of the Passage  
 

I. The Darkness, What is it?  
A. Two ways to think about the darkness here 

1.  James 1:17, John 8:22-23, Luke 1:76-79 
B. What are the consequences of the darkness in our lives?  

II. How does Jesus deal with it?  
A. What is happening to Jesus on the cross?  

1. 1 Peter 2:24, 2 Cor. 5:21  
2. Cup of Wrath: Jeremiah 25:15-16, Isaiah 51:17,22, Lam. 4:21, Ezekiel 23:28-

24, Habakkuk 2:16 
III. Why is it so important?  

 
Questions for Reflection & Application  

1. There are several ways we turn from God and embrace darkness in our lives. What are the 

biggest things that contend for your affections in your life? Can you think of times in your 

life, when your affections were disproportionately towards things other than God in your 

life? Have you experienced moments of disorientation because of this?   

2. In what ways are currently looking to things other than God for comfort and protection in 

your life? Are there ways in which the current situation in the world (Covid-19) are revealing 

where your hope and confidence is?  Take a minute and ask God to show you were you are 

finding ultimate comfort and peace.   

3. In v. 34, Jesus cries out to God, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Why do you 

think Jesus said this, at this moment?   

4. Take a moment and read Psalm 22. Many scholars believe that the religious leaders 

standing nearby, looking on at the crucifixion, would have Psalm 22 memorized. It was 

familiar enough that, as Jesus spoke the first line in v. 34, they would have filled in the rest 

from memory. Do you think Jesus was alerting the onlookers to something in Psalm 22? 

5. When you think through what willingly went through on the cross, what does it say to you 

about the depths of His love for you? How does it inform and encourage you in uncertain 

times?   
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Sermon Manuscript  

Good morning. It’s very strange to be here, in this room, empty. By now, everyone is well aware of 

all that is going on in the world, and the really unprecedented and strange times that this is for all 

of us. Before we dive in this morning, and spend time in God’s word, as we seek to come under 

God’s clear teaching and authority for our lives, let me remind you of what is true of who God is, 

and who we are in Him. We say these things here at COTA, because we need to be reminded off 

what is true of us in Jesus.  

God is great, and sovereignly in control of all things. All that is happening in the world now, has not 

caught God by surprise, nothing is spiraling out of control, there is nothing that God is anxious or 

worried about. Nothing that He will not ultimately turn back for His glory, and for the good of 

those that love Him. When we feel anxious, we feel as if things are spiraling out of control, we 

need to be reminded that God is great, He is in control.  

As we begin this morning, Let me pray, and then we are going to read our text for this morning, 

and look at where we are going today and over the next few weeks.    

Prayer.  

Reading of God’s word today, is from Mark 15:33-39. We are really going to focus in on 33-37 this 

morning.  Let’s read Mark 15:33-39 together.   

33 And when the sixth hour[f] had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth 

hour.[g] 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which 

means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 And some of the bystanders hearing it 

said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on 

a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him 

down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was 

torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this 

way he[h] breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son[i] of God!” 

This is the word of the Lord, and we all say- thanks be to God for giving us His great and wonderful 

word.  

Today, we are going to start a series for the next month, that will take us up to Easter. In this series 

we are going to spend time focusing on the cross and what happened as Jesus was crucified by the 

Romans. What we confess within the church is this, Jesus willingly laid his life down, for our 

redemption. Although, this was the greatest act of injustice ever in the history of the world, as the 

only truly innocent man was brutally murdered, it was God’s plan for how to redeem for himself a 

people, and to redeem the entirety of His good creation.  

We are picking up in the middle of the crucifixion. If you know the gospels, Jesus was put through 

a sham of a trial, under the dark of night, and sentenced to die on Friday morning. Taken to the 

outskirts of Jerusalem at a place they call Golgotha, crucified publicly for all to see. It was here 
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Jesus was crucified by the governing authorities between two criminals. His only crime was telling 

the truth. Speaking the truth about who He was. Which radically threatened the religious leaders 

of the day and led to them seeking to kill him.  

As we read in v. 33, Jesus is now on the cross, and darkness fall over the whole of the land for 

three hours.  In this text, we are never given a clear explanation of what happened with the 

darkness, it was midday, from noon to three and then this darkness fell. It is safe to say this was 

supernatural. God was teaching and alerting us to some things here.   

As we look at this text, and we look across scripture to fill in the fullness of what is happening 

here- this is how I want us to think through our text this morning.  

1- Consider the darkness / What is it?  

2- How does Jesus deal with it?  

3- Why is it so important?  

 

I. Consider the darkness- What is it?  

Obviously, you read the text, and you say there is something going on here that has blocked the 

light out. We could say from our 21st century minds that it was probably an eclipse of something 

like this. Maybe a huge storm of some sort, that made the sky very dark. That is why it says 

darkness fell over the land in v. 33. If we simply think that way, we are missing the point.  

I want us to consider this darkness for a moment. There is a theme that runs through scripture, 

that highlights the darkness and the light. You certainly see it very clearly in John’s gospel, but not 

only there but throughout the whole of the Bible. There are several ways we can think about this.  

A. The first way, I want us to consider, is that the darkness in the Bible is a spiritual 

darkness.  

When we stop to think about what that means, we could define it as turning away from the source 

of light in the world, in all of creation, and that is God. The Bible is very clear on this all the way 

throughout scripture. James 1:17 comes to mind:  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 

above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 

change.  The source of all that is Good, comes from our Father, and James even uses the term, 

“Father of lights.” All that is light, is from Him.  

Jesus himself says in John 8, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 

darkness but will have the light of life.” Or in Matthew 6, in the sermon on the mount- Jesus says, 

“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of 

light, 23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is 

darkness, how great is the darkness!”   
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Or in Luke chapter 1, Zechariah prophecies over his son John the Baptist at his birth.  He says this:  

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

    in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, 

    whereby the sunrise shall visit us[h] from on high 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

So, this image is full throughout scripture. And throughout scripture God calls us to center our lives 

on Him, saying He is the light. From the OT, to the NT, we see this. We see Jesus reiterate the truth 

that the whole of who we are is to love God, and then love people out of that. God is to be central. 

He is the one we are made for. God tells us this, as He is the source of ALL that is good. We are 

told to be about God, for Him to be central, because He is central to all creation. Not only is He 

central to all creation, He is the one from whom all blessings flow. When we gather, we sing this 

every week- Praise God from whom all blessings flow… We are being reminded that He is central 

to everything.  

As sin entered the world, and then each one of us was born into a sinful flesh, we have continued 

generation after generation to seek our worth, our lives, and our identity by turning from the 

source of all light. When we do this, it brings this spiritual darkness.  

You were not made to be the center of the world, and no created thing was made to be the center 

of your world. When we continue down that path, turn away from the source of all light, of all that 

is good,  we end up with all sorts of problems and issues. I want you to think about the 

consequences for a moment. What Spiritual darkness that comes, when we turn from the source 

of all good. When we look for it elsewhere. 

B. When we turn from God, the giver of all light, and center ourselves on something else- 

there are dire consequences.   

There is a disorientation that happens when turn from the source and put something else in God’s 

rightful place.  Push the image of here for a moment of dark and light.  Have you ever been in 

complete darkness for any given amount of time? You cannot see anything at all. What happens? 

Well, before long you can easily lose grip on reality. In fact, the CIA uses as an interrogation 

technique complete darkness. Over time, it breaks down the person being interrogated, its hard 

on you.  Very literally there is a disorientation that takes place. Normally you wait for your eyes to 

adjust, then you can see some things, eve if it’s not in whole, you get used to it. In complete 

darkness there is no adjustment. Just this disorientation.  

The same is true in your life, when you turn from the source of light and begin to operate in the 

shadows, in the darkness rather than the light. If, as scripture tells us, God is to be our source, our 
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primary identity, then when we turn Him, there is going to be a level of disorientation.  If I seek to 

get my value, my worth, my identity from something other than God, I am walking into the 

darkness and the further I go, the more disorienting it becomes.  

******** 

We could rightly say, the darkness- of turning from God, and embracing something else in His 

rightful place, is sin. Sin is ignoring God in the world He created, or rebelling against Him.  When 

we do this, we seek to put something else in His place, and it turns the world upside down.  

We are living and working against the way God has created us to be. We are seeking meaning, 

purpose, identity in things other than God, and that will lead us to being more and more fragile. 

We are walking from the source of light, and life, and looking for it in something else. Let me give 

you a couple examples.  

If my identity is being rooted more deeply something other than God, when that thing gets 

shaken, it’s going to be disorienting. The more my identity is rooted in that thing other God, the 

more devastating it is when it gets shaken. 

For many in our world, in our country today their foundation has been shaken. They have believed 

that protection, their safety is built on them being in control, and having autonomy over their life. 

When suddenly a disease threatens, that they cannot see, cannot control, cannot predict, its’ very 

disorienting. It alerts us to how the world, and our place in it is not in our control. For so many, 

their safety is tied to their belief that they are in control. They have walked away from the source 

of all sovereignty, denying that it’s God’s world and that He alone is in control, and they are now 

severely disoriented. You see on the news, I see it in the way people are reacting, you see it in the 

desperate attempts to hoard toilet paper- really that is just an attempt to control things that are 

outside of our control. This is the disorientation when your hope is in something other than God.  

It’s not just those people out there, we all do this. We all do it daily in different ways.  I will give 

you a very clear example from my own life, right now today. It’s easy for all of us to begin to get 

our identity from what we do. Our sinful nature after all believes that I am the center of my life, 

and then by extension what I do, is what makes me who I am. We all fight this. Our job, can often 

become the place where we get worth and value. It can be where we look to root our identity. It 

can be by productivity, can be by recognition. It can be by how we help others. Often times, in fact 

most of the time for almost all of us, it’s a bag of mixed motives. It’s a very natural state of being a 

human. I equate my value, by what I do, and how it’s received.  We will all struggle with this in life 

at different times.  

Suddenly right now, many of us cannot go to work, or at the very least its severely altered. If you 

are a teacher, you are having to adjust to online learning. Less time interacting with students and 

getting to teach them. The same is true for a pastor. 
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A big part of my life as a pastor, is preaching and teaching of God’s word. A lot of that is 

throughout the week, it’s in different settings, with different people. It’s also here as we gather to 

worship on a Sunday morning. When over the last couple weeks, you have the craziness of what is 

going on in the world, and the need for us to implement social distancing, and suddenly we are not 

meeting in the way we were before. If I let myself slip into the darkness of believing my identity is 

rooted in being a Pastor, that teaches and preaches regularly that can be very disorienting. If I am 

turning from the true source of my identity and embracing vocation rather than who I am in Christ, 

it’s going to be very difficult.  The same is true in the day to day when things are more normal. The 

same is true if someone is critical of what you do, because if how you see who you are is by what 

you do and someone is critical- it can be very disorienting, can be devastating.  The same is true, 

whatever you find your identity in.  

Maybe you attach ultimate meaning and significance in your life to being a parent. Then 

something happens where your children let you down. It’s disorienting, is hard to deal with.  Think 

about the children one for a moment. It’s good and right that you love and care for your children. 

If you let them be the focus of your life, the ups and downs of your children’s lives can crush you. 

See you have subtly taken your eyes of God, the source of all light, and placed it on a created 

being- that is made in God’s image but was never meant to the source of all light. Your children 

were never meant to carry the weight of your primary identity.  

If you see being a parent, as THE thing that gives your life meaning and purpose, and then a 

teacher calls home to tell you of something bad your child did at school- it is really hard to take. Or 

worse yet, you build your life around your children, and one of them gets sick. It throws you into a 

tailspin.  

So when darkness comes into our life, when we build it on anything other than God. Other than 

seeing who we are in Him. Darkness, spiritual darkness, points us to the reality of sin in our lives. 

Replacing God and what who He is and what He has said, with created things.  

I want you to consider what last part of what the darkness is and will help us see the fulness of 

what is happening here.  

C. Consider one last image of darkness. The darkness here is most certainly sin, but It’s also 

God’s judgment.   

In the prophets much of their message is warning of the day of the Lord, a judgement day that is it 

come. As people are walking in this spiritual darkness, turning from God, the cry comes that God is 

going to judge. In that day it says over and over their will be darkness. The image in the Bible of 

darkness is not just sin, but it is judgment as well.  

It’s something that we know, and I would argue that we know we deserve. I mean that in this way. 

When we walk away from the light of all, our identity in God, our hope in Jesus, we exchange the 

truth for a lie, we embrace things that are contrary to God’s design for our lives.  When we do this, 

we are exchanging the source of all good, God, for something less. It’s a distortion of the order of 
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God’s creation. We are seeking the light of all that is good, not from the source, but from 

something else. The further we get from the source the greater the distortion, the greater the 

problems, and then ultimately the greater the guilt, shame, and ultimately despair. The more we 

know that things are not as they should be.  

I’ll give you an example. Sex is created by God, to be enjoyed in the confines of marriage- between 

one man and one woman. It’s a physical union, that signifies the commitment to two becoming 

one in marriage. Enjoyed in this way, it is not the source of all goodness, but it is something that 

points us to God’s love for us, and the way He created it to be enjoyed. It is a vital part of the 

oneness of marriage that reminds us of God’s love and fidelity to us. When sex is taking outside of 

marriage, we have removed it from the covenant, and cheapened it.  

What I mean by that is, we have offered ourselves physically to another, devoid of the 

commitment and the fidelity it signifies. This is a distortion, walking into the darkness. Then, we 

can take sex, and make it be the thing we seek meaning in. So, we pursue it about all else. This is 

where pornography comes in, a further devaluing, because now it is devoid of love or any kind of 

commitment, it becomes objects for our pleasure alone. There is no oneness of the relationship, 

so meaning is further stripped from it’s true meaning, it’s getting darker and darker. The same is 

true, when it is lived out and embodied, and sought with multiple partners, just for the act itself. 

Suddenly, sex in the way it was intended in God’s good design is missing all together. It’s no longer 

about pointing us to deeper realities of God’s commitment to us, and the way He loves us, it’s 

devolved into worshipping the creation over the creator. It’s been distorted.  

The further we walk into the darkness, the more disorienting it becomes. The more we alienate 

ourselves from God, and His presence. The more there is guilt, shame, and ultimately despair. We 

are going against the fabric of how things are made. We all know this. Our conscious bears witness 

when we walk into the darkness, alienation of walking from the giver of life.  We are guilty and we 

know it. We know when we have walked off from Him, and that we deserve judgment.   

The darkness alerts us not only to our sin, but our the inevitable judgment of our sin.  

➔ The Darkness is sin, and the ensuing judgment that comes with it.  

 

II. How does Jesus deal with the darkness?  

Look again at v. 33-34. 33 And when the sixth hour[f] had come, there was darkness over the whole 

land until the ninth hour.[g] 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

As Jesus hangs on the cross, midday comes, and the everything goes dark. In order to really 

understand what is happening here, you need some background. What the Bible tells us about 

what is happening is that as Jesus goes to the cross to lay His life down for us, He is doing so to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+15&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24851f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+15&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24851g


3/22/20 The Last Hours of Jesus: The Darkness 
Mark 15:33-39 

 

deal with the darkness. The darkness of our sin that leads to disorientation, that leaves us in state 

of guilt, shame, and fear.  Jesus is also dealing with the darkness of judgment that we deserve.   

We don’t get this completely laid out for us in this passage alone, although it’s here in the 

shadows. Look at v. 34 as Jesus cries out, “My God, my God why have your forsaken me?” He calls 

out and pleads with the Father in the throws of agony. What Jesus is doing here, is He is quoting 

Psalm 22, which begins with this exact line, a Psalm in which David cries out to God in the midst of 

being surrounded by those that are persecuting him.  What is Jesus saying? What is the meaning? 

How does it help us to understand what is going on here?  

If you go back to right before this episode just a few hours, right before he is arrested, maybe 12 

hours before. He goes out into the garden of gethsemane and pours his heart out to the father in 

prayer. In those moments, he in the throws of disorientation of the darkness he is about to face, 

he asks the Father- if there be any way this cup can pass from me, please spare me of this cup. 

What we can see from the whole of scripture is that cup that Jesus is referring to is the cup of 

Gods’ wrath. In the OT, we see it several times, where the cup is equating to God’s righteous 

anger. It’s the judgment of God on sin.  

If we look elsewhere in the NT, we see that is not all that is happening. In 1 Peter 2:24  He himself 

bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 

wounds you have been healed.  In 1 Peter 2, it says Jesus took on the sins of all those that would 

put their faith in Him, in his body as He hangs on the cross. Or in 2 Cor. 5:21 Paul writes, We 

implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

So the darkness Jesus is dealing with on the cross is two-fold. It’s the judgement of God, the 

righteous anger at sin, that we deserve, so the darkness is judgment of God, it’s God’s wrath. It’s 

also the sin of mankind, of all that would put their faith in Jesus. When Jesus goes to the cross, he 

deals with sin of all that would trust in Him. Jesus willingly takes the darkness on Himself, and In 

doing so, He willingly takes the wrath that you and I deserved.  

The holy righteous anger of God, taken out of on Jesus, on our behalf. Jesus knew no sin; He is was 

perfect in every way.  But Jesus willingly takes on the darkness of our sin. He takes on all the ways 

we have turned our back and rebelled and sought meaning and significance apart from Him. He 

took on all the ways we have distorted His good creation, He took on the vile and the disgusting. 

He took on the arrogance, and the prideful. He took on the hurt, and the abuse. He took on the 

sexual sin. He took it all, all of the darkness of sin.  

He also took on the darkness of judgment, the judgment that you and I deserved, he took for us. 

He took the it, and in doing so, He removed the darkness as far as the east is from the west, that 

we could again walk in the marvelous light that we were created for. In doing so God is both just 

and merciful. God is both grace and love and perfect righteous anger at all evil. Friends we want 
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Him to be both. If He ceases to be both, He is no longer God. He deals with sin, He deals with 

darkness, and then makes a way to lavish His glorious grace on all those that would trust in Him.  

1 Peter 2 says, “ people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 

called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you 

are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

At the cross, Jesus holds together God’s perfect righteousness and His perfect love and mercy and 

grace. We deserve the darkness of judgement, because of the darkness of our sin, yet Jesus steps 

into the darkness, that He can call us out of it, into His marvelous light. He does for us, what we 

could never do for ourselves.  

Why this is so very important. God emphatically shows us He is perfect in every way, and that His 

love for you and His creation, is worth going to such great lengths, to set it right. He is the only one 

that can do so. When we see this, it puts for us into proper perspective, the glory of God.  

We deserve the darkness, but Jesus took it for us, that we could live in His marvelous light.   

Lets end here this morning:  

So, when we see this, and we see the uncertainty and struggle in our world, the mess around us, 

we look to Jesus and the cross of Christ, and we know how much God loves us. We know how 

great His love, His concern, and His goodness towards His creation is, and we can trust Him. Even 

when things look bleak, or difficult, God is at work.   

Let’s Pray.  

 


