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1. Why is it important that we ground human worth and dignity in God’s image? What happens if 

we do not? What are the possible dangers?  

 

2. How would you define what doing just and loving mercy means? 

 

 

3. Why is it so important that followers of Jesus stand up for injustice, particularly when those that 

are most vulnerable are being mistreated?   

 

4. How do you see what Jesus did for you on the cross informing how and why you care for others?   

 

 

Phil 2:1-8 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the 

Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same 

love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 

count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 

also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 

Jesus,[a] 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 

grasped,[b] 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,[c] being born in the likeness of 

men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 

death, even death on a cross. 

The last two weeks have been interesting in my sermon preparation. Last week, I changes mid-week, to 

what we looked at last week in Romans 8. Felt like it was the right message for us meeting again. Then 

this week I picked back up on the message I had started. Then Saturday morning, I scrapped the whole 

thing, because I believed this is the message I was supposed to preach this week.   So please bear with 

me, this was a Saturday re-write.  I want to be faithful to where God is leading. So please pray with me.   

The week prior I had been sitting on my front porch, as it was pouring down rain outside. I love to sit out 

there in the rain.  So as I sat, I was writing and reading, and as I sat there I was listening to music. As 

song so gripped me, it was a song I have heard hundreds of times. Now this was two weeks ago or so.  

The song was Bob Dylan- The Times Are a Changin  

I always loved the third verse,  

Come senators, congressmen 

Please heed the call 

Don't stand in the doorway 

Don't block up the hall 

For he that gets hurt 

Will be he who has stalled 

There's a battle outside 

And it is ragin' 

It'll soon shake your windows 
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And rattle your walls 

For the times they are a-changin' 

So I wrote this down a week and half ago, as a started on this sermon. Then this week I revisited it and 

finished the sermon on Wednesday. Then I started to hear about a video of a man named George Floyd 

who was killed in Minneapolis on Monday by a police officer. I saw the video for the first time on Friday, 

It haunted me. It was so profoundly disturbing. In the video, it was recorded by people pleading with the 

police officer to allow him to breath, as Mr. Floyd laid on the ground, pleading,  saying he couldn’t 

breathe.  

So, on Friday night I went to walk to go over my sermon, as is my habit, and I couldn’t do it. I walked up 

and down my street, with Bob Dylan’s song in my mind- a song that Dylan wrote, at least in part, about 

the civil rights movement.   

Suddenly, I was so uncomfortable about preaching a sermon that I was excited about, and is biblically 

true and I believe faithful to the text as the one I had worked on last week. Thursday morning, I was 

pumped about it, but by Friday night I felt like I couldn’t do it.   

So yesterday, I got up and came here and rewrote my sermon. Please forgive me, this is not real 

polished, it’s maybe a bit scattered, but I do believe the word that God has for our church today.    

I want to share three thoughts:  

1. All men / women are made in God’s image, and with that worth all dignity and respect.   

Genesis chapter 1:26-27 Says:  

26 Then God said, “Let us make man[h] in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over 

the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and 

over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

27 So God created man in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created him; 

    male and female he created them. 

Then a little later in Gen. 9, God gives a command about punishment for murder, and He says this:  

“Whoever sheds the blood of man, 

    by man shall his blood be shed, 

for God made man in his own image. 

 Every single human being that you come into contact in your life is made in God’s image. It doesn’t 

matter where they grew up, what they do for a living, the color of their skin, their background, their past 

mistakes- they are image bearers of the Creator of the universe. Made in God’s image and His likeness 

and as such, God says you treat them with dignity and respect. All people. There is no exception.   

Although some like to downplay it today because it doesn’t fit their worldview, the civil rights 

movement lead by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was built on this, that man is made in the image of God. It 

was to God and His creation that Dr. King pointed.   

In a sermon entitled “The American Dream” Dr. King said,  
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“You see, the founding fathers were really influenced by the Bible. The whole concept of the imago dei, 

as it is expressed in Latin, the “image of God,” is the idea that all men have something within that God 

injected. Not that they have substantial unity with God, but every man has the capacity to have 

fellowship with God. And this gives him a uniqueness, it gives him worth, it gives him dignity. And we 

must never forget this as a nation: there are no gradations in the image of God. Every man from the 

treble white to a bass black is significant on God’s keyboard, precisely because every man is made in the 

image of God. One day we will learn that. We will now one day that God made us to live together as 

brother and to respect the dignity and worth of every man.”  

So this week, when you see this video where this man, Mr. Floyd- who is not treated with dignity and 

respect. This is a trampling on our fellow image bearer of God.  

If you can watch the video of this man, as he is pinned to the ground, pleading for his life, asking 

respectfully over and over again, please. If you can watch that and you are not so deeply moved, and 

troubled, saddened- you need to hear this: repent. Weep and lament over the sadness of injustice that 

is sin. It is sin, because sin is against God as Mr. Flodyd is a man that is the image bearer of God.  

George Floyd, was knit together in His mother’s womb, by our Creator. He was a man that made in 

God’s image, deserves dignity and value. When something like this happens, and lets be clear it happen 

far too often, all over the world, we need to weep. We need to recognize it as it says in Romans 8, that 

we looked at last week, as the creation groaning under the weight of sin. In so far as we understand God 

and His creation, His love for people, we too will be mourning.   

That’s the first thing, All people are made in God’s image and deserve dignity and respect.   

2. When there is injustice, We  as people who are seeking to follow God, love Him, to as we say 

here almost weekly- to grow in obedience to Jesus in every area of our lives- we must speak 

up for those things.    

The prophet Micah writing in a time of great wickedness and injustice all around Him. 

Micah 6:8 says, …what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love mercy  and to walk 

humbly with your God? 

The context Micah says, does God what you to be really religious and do lots of religious activity while 

ignoring the injustice around you? NO.  Micah 6:8 is a often quoted verse, because it gives us a good 

summary of how God wants us to live. To walk humbly with God, is to die to ourselves, and seek to 

honor and desire what God loves. This is rooted in who God is. He is perfect in every way, perfect 

justice, mercy and love and care for His creation.  

The pinnacle of His creation, is man, made in His image. So, to walk humbly with God and do justice and 

love mercy- most literally has the connotation of walking with God, doing justice out of merciful love. 

The action of seeking justice, flows out of the heart that is compelled by merciful love. 

When the Bible tells us justice, it carries with more than just punishment for wrongdoing. It also means 

to give people their rights. It’s giving people what they are due, whether punishment or protection, or 

care.   
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So, if there are some amongst us, that are getting disproportional unfair treatment (injustice) what it 

means to seek to walk humbly with the Lord and do justice, is to use your voice and your weight for 

those in need. To stand with them, wherever they are. To ignore it, or turn a blind eye to it, or to shrug it 

off, is to not walk humbly with the Lord, loving the things that God loves.  

So, there are serious and deep issues that contribute in all these ways. I feel wholly inadequate to speak 

intelligently on the reasons why we see these things happen over and over again. I also, feel confident 

to say, that we as followers of Jesus that want to honor Him, will ALWAYS seek to stand against the 

horrors of injustice, racism, abuse of power wherever it is.   

Forgive me, but I often think in songs. When I think about the call that God gives us His followers, as one 

that want to honor Him, and love those around us,  It makes me think of the song, “Th Ghost of Tom 

Joad.”  The song is based on Tom Joad is a character in John Steinbeck’s  The Grapes of Wrath. In the 

book, Tom gives a speech to his mother, about fighting injustice. The song paraprhases,  when it says:  

Now Tom said "Mom, wherever there's a cop beatin' a guy 

Wherever a hungry newborn baby cries 

Where there's a fight 'gainst the blood and hatred in the air 

Look for me Ma I'll be there 

 

That line is to be true of those that love God, and are seeking humble walk with Him.  

1- All men and all women are made in God’s image and deserve dignity and respect.   

2- As those that seek to love and walk with God, we are to speak against injustice wherever it is.   

 

3. Lastly, I want us to make sure we are rooted in the why- just consider how we go forward.    

My sermon this morning, and we will come back to it next week, was on Philippians 2.   In Phil. 2, it says 

this:  

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, 

any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 

being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 

count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 

also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 

Jesus,[a] 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 

grasped,[b] 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,[c] being born in the likeness of 

men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 

death, even death on a cross. 

Paul tells us here that we are do NOTHING from selfish ambition or conceit but count others as more 

significant than ourselves. I want to tie that to two things here.  Please forgive me there is so much more 

that could be said, and I am certainly leaving much out on the topic.  

1- Counting others as more significant than ourselves has a direct connection to standing with 

those that are experience injustice.  
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In this case of George Floyd, how would you react if that was your brother, your sister, your loved one? 

Now, how do you count this man and this injustice as more significant than yourself. You see what I 

mean? V. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. We 

are called to care for one another, especially when there is grave injustice, because GOD IS THE GOD OF 

JUSTICE. Biblically speaking the church- those that love Jesus, should be leading the charge against 

injustice of this kind- we should be the Tom Joad-  

wherever there's a cop beatin' a guy 

Wherever a hungry newborn baby cries 

Where there's a fight 'gainst the blood and hatred in the air 

Look for me Ma I'll be there 

That should be us, because we love God. Because we love others. Because we love justice, because 

justice glorifies God, points to Him and what He is life.   

2- Second thing, I want you to consider is practically how do I count others more significant than 

myself.   

I mean what I am about to say in the most humble way I can, so please take this way. When you 

something like George Floyd’s death happens, a grave injustice. The kind of thing that is near and dear 

to God’s heart, and you see people, especially our brothers and sister of color, lamenting, and struggling, 

and just gutted over what is happening. Instead of offering your opinion, your critique or your political 

talking point- SHUT UP.  Count others more significant than yourself. Weep with those that weep. 

Mourn with those who mourn. Listen to the hurt of those around you that may be experiencing this in a 

different way than you are.  

I want to tell you a story, that I heard a pastor friend tell years ago, that I hope makes sense of what I am 

saying. I was at a gathering for Acts 29, and this brother in Christ who is a pastor in our network, but also 

happens to black. Several men where sharing stories of experiences in their lives with racism.  

He told this story about being a boy in inner city Philadelphia. Sitting on the front stoop of their home 

with his father and his uncle and some others. Police pull up and grab his uncle, because he fit a 

description of a man that were looking for. He said, the began to beat him, to severely beat him, on 

nothing more than the suspicion that he matched this description. In the midst of this horrific event 

unfolding in front of him, he said someone came over the policeman’s radio, and said they had caught 

the man. Obviously these means, the man they were beating, was not the culprit. So, they stopped and 

left, leaving him in beaten and bloody on the ground.   

My pastor friend, the boy who witnessed this, said he turned to his father and said, we have to do 

something. His dad looked back at this boy, and said, “who are we going to call.”   

He would go on to tell that whenever something like what happened this week with George Floyd 

happens, they weep and wail, and lament in their house. That he goes in and hugs his sons. He said, they 

can’t help be overwhelmed that this is happening again.   

As I listened to him tell this story, it was so clear to me, that I didn’t understand this the way he did. To 

count others more significant than myself, I needed just listen.   

I am going to end here, and tell you why I say that.   



2020.05.31 Injustice & God’s Heart 
 

Look at v. 3-5 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 

than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  

Humble yourself and count other more significant than yourselves. Whatever hot take, whatever 

opinion you want to be put on twitter, or facebook, or whatever- don’t. Humble yourself.  Here is why.   

READ 5-5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,[a] 6 who, though he was 

in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,[b] 7 but emptied himself, by 

taking the form of a servant,[c] being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

This is who we now are in Jesus, we are called to die to ourselves and love others the way Jesus did. You 

are now united with Christ, because of what He did on your behalf. You now have this mind among 

yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus. COUNT OTHERS MORE SIGNIFCANT THAN YOURSELF.   

Do you see Paul’s reasoning? Because this is what Jesus has done for you, in the most profound act of 

humility ever, as He humbled Himself to the point of death. As you come to faith in Him, by what He has 

done for you, He counted you as more significant, by giving you His finished work, by taking your sin and 

guilt upon Himself. Now by grace through faith you are united with Him, and we now have Christ in and 

with us, and we get to show the world what He is like.  

So humble yourself. Love everyone in the way God has loved you. Use your life to glorify God and who 

He is.   
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