
1. What is the reason Paul gives as to why we are 
to count others more significant? How closely 
related is this to the heart of the gospel?  

2. How does God being triune inform the way we 
see loving others?  

3. What are some practical ways you can show to 
those in your life that you are counting them 
more significant than yourself?   

4. How does your identity in Jesus lead you to not 
having to be right in disagreements with 
others?  

5. How would your interactions with others 
change if your sole purpose was to show them 
what Jesus is like?  
 

 2020.06.07 Phil 2.1-18 Count Other More Important  
Hard week. Sadness. Upheaval, mess all around us. 
When consider we are called to be peacemakers- +  
 (2 Cor. 5.18- Christ reconciled us to himself and gave 
us the ministry of reconciliation).  Racial, injustice, 
pandemic (still sort how engage-best), Election comin  
Which historically (my memory) leads deepest divide  
How do we live out our calling?  Go back to Phil. 2, 
touched on last week.  Hopeful as come out of this 
time. + Hope shows us that way need one another, 
leads to deeper caring others more deeply.   
+ Jesus says know disciples way love each other, 
harder from distance. Hope we reengage with new 
fervor to really serve and love one another. neighbors  
 1- What is the call & why?  2- How do we get there? 
3-What happens when we do?  
I. What is the call & Why? READ 1-4  
1-Not unique to this letter, all Paul, + Bible + Jesus.  
2- Called to love others, ANY… (v.1) count more sgnfct  
3- All way- Love God, love people, not just own 
interests, so easy to veer off of this, put others first.   
4- If you are walking by Spirit, close with God, love  
Lk 9 “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake will save it.  But why?             
A. What we are created to be. (V. 2 Joy found here)  
1-Not meant to be center of all. God is to be at center.  
2-Complete my joy, be of same mind, save love, 
NOTHING out of selfish ambition. Know not way made  
3-Truth rooted in the trinity, who God is. Love Others.  
Augustine: If don’t believe in Trinity, have a defective 
God. If no trinity, God didn’t love anyone until He 
created the world. Needs His creation to love…. NO.  
+God created not to use us to get love, but to give. 
Jesus came to save us, and not meet His need for love 
but to Give love. Tempted to use other meet your 
needs. Make it about you.  
4-Know in profound ways, Think  giving great gift 
5-we struggle, b/c sin in our lives, constant battleSELF  
6-Instead of who made be/God is, make all about me.  
7- Leads identity being from things never meant to be.  

8- Politics (not unimportant, but not who you are) My 
opinions. My likes/ dislikes. No one can tell me what 
do to. I am much smater, “they” idiots.  
9- Identity is from other than God, leads little humility  
10- Jesus comes to rescue us from this (US).   
B. What God is like, who we are in HIM.. READ 5-8  
1-Jesus comes lives life/ dies death. Restores brings us 
back. To do so, He emptied Himself (see that? V. 7)  
2- Ultimate act of humility, God, enters world, child..  
3- Example: undercover boss / CS Lewis- slug / crab  
4-Comes to do for us, save us, humility, ultimate 
picture of counting others worthy (even when not)  
5- We come believer, confess, repent, faith- saved, 
One with Jesus + HS. ANY.. v. 1 Consider more worthy.  
6- Makes this clearly a gospel issue.   
7-Point of distinction, not saying what you think/ feel 
is unimportant, Saying is those convictions that are 
not coming directly from Primary gospel issues, NEED 
to become secondary, to the point of loving others…  
8- Biblical discipleship+ Must have correction vs. 
Word. / Must have challenge, BALANCE- Invitation.   
9- Difference between primary issues v/s insisting on 
your opinions. Struggle to see difference/much 
charity when see those areas.  Keller article NYT.  
READ- Excerpt.   
10- Called to die to our self, Humble and wrestle / 
listen well…   
II. How do we get to this? (b/c It’s hard)  
A. Identity = Jesus. Jesus emptied Himself for us  
1-It’s how we are saved. It’s how we have anything by 
His grace and act of humility on our behalf.   
2- Now who you are in Christ. Unit with Christ- drives 
this home here, in v. 5. Have this mind which is yours.  
3- How you have anything of value in your life.  
4- See this in all things, you begin to live and see 
everything through the gospel lens. Take all captive, 
to this end. Ex- Don’t have to be right… secure of who 
you are in Jesus, Not about me- but humble yourself 
and Jesus did for me, It’s no longer I live but Christ in 
me.  ** DON’t LIMIT GOD AND WHAT HE CAN DO.   
PRACTICAL HELP. 1- Pray without ceasing. Pray for it 
all.  2- Listen well.   3- Face- Face real relationships.  
III. Happens when we do? (v.3; 14-15) 
Two things want you see, we will end here. …  
+As you step into those spaces. READ v. 4, 14-16  
1-Grace bought person, humble yourself without 
grumbling or disputing.  Don’t go there, act of 
humility, stop and listen, and seek to love person.  
+Jesus is our perfect example, and our safe harbor. If 
you think right, you can rest in HIM, don’t have to be 
right, not about you, but making much of Him.  
2- v. 15, when you do that, you shine as lights in the 
world. You glorify Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
most political positions are not matters of biblical 
command but of practical wisdom. This does not 
mean that the church can never speak on social, 
economic and political realities, because the Bible 
often does. Racism is a sin, violating the second of the 
two great commandments of Jesus, to “love your 
neighbor.” The biblical commands to lift up the poor 
and to defend the rights of the oppressed are moral 
imperatives for believers. For individual Christians to 
speak out against egregious violations of these moral 
requirements is not optional. 
However, there are many possible ways to help the 
poor. Should we shrink government and let private 
capital markets allocate resources, or should we 
expand the government and give the state more of 
the power to redistribute wealth? Or is the right path 
one of the many possibilities in between? The Bible 
does not give exact answers to these questions for 
every time, place and culture. 
I know of a man from Mississippi who was a 
conservative Republican and a traditional 
Presbyterian. He visited the Scottish Highlands and 
found the churches there as strict and as orthodox as 
he had hoped. No one so much as turned on a 
television on a Sunday. Everyone memorized 
catechisms and Scripture. But one day he discovered 
that the Scottish Christian friends he admired were (in 
his view) socialists. Their understanding of 
government economic policy and the state’s 
responsibilities was by his thinking very left-wing, yet 
also grounded in their Christian convictions. He 
returned to the United States not more politically 
liberal but, in his words, “humbled and chastened.” He 
realized that thoughtful Christians, all trying to obey 
God’s call, could reasonably appear at different places 
on the political spectrum, with loyalties to different 
political strategies. 
 


